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[bookmark: _GoBack]Rural high school students face many challenges as they prepare for the future. Using longitudinal data from the Educational Longitudinal Study of 2002, the purpose of this study is to examine the influence of socioeconomic status, residential preferences, and schooling experiences on the educational expectations and achievement of rural youth. The study draws on social cognitive theory to test the role of students’ self-efficacy beliefs as mediators of environmental and personal influences on achievement outcomes. The results support a mediation model for educational plans, whereas socioeconomic status and curriculum program had both direct and indirect effects on mathematics achievement. Implications for the development of rural youth will be discussed.
