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[bookmark: _GoBack]This study examines how the relationship between social capital and bachelor’s degree completion varies depending on two types of communities (rural vs. nonrural), using data from the National Educational Longitudinal Study. Five forms of social capital are considered:  family structure, number of siblings, parent-child discussion, parent-parent interaction, and parental educational expectations. Results show that although adolescents from nontraditional families are less likely than those from traditional families to earn a bachelor’s degree, rural adolescents from nontraditional families are relatively less likely than their nonrural counterparts to suffer educational disadvantage. Unique rural environments including strong kinship bonds and social ties among members may offset the negative influence of nontraditional family arrangements on college success.  
