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[bookmark: _GoBack]This study examines differences in educational attainment between rural and nonrural youth, using data from the National Educational Longitudinal Study. Given preexisting differences in family and student backgrounds between rural and metro areas, a series of statistical models including propensity sore matching methods are used to address selection bias in the estimates of the effects of rurality on educational attainment. Results show that there are few differences in postsecondary attendance and attainment between rural and metropolitan youth when students are matched on preexisting background characteristics. Significant gaps in educational attainment exist between those students who come from advantaged versus disadvantaged backgrounds for both rural and metropolitan youth. Policy implications are discussed.
