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[bookmark: _GoBack]This research was undertaken to determine how distance education is being used in rural schools throughout the United States and to identify the issues rural schools encounter when using distance education. This research explored several aspects of distance education use in rural schools including technology used, level of satisfaction, curriculum areas, preparation of students for distance education, completion rates, infrastructure issues, financing, and needs. To address these issues we conducted a survey of distance education use in rural high schools using a national sample of 415 rural school districts selected at random from all rural school districts. Survey data were collected from 394 of these rural school districts (95% return rate) through telephone interviews using a questionnaire designed to document the use of distance education in rural high schools, the technologies used for distance education, the courses taught through distance education, satisfaction with distance education, district needs for distance education, and barriers to distance education use. Data indicated that the large majority of rural schools use distance education and are satisfied with distance education courses. The most common technologies used are web-based delivery and two-way video. Several barriers that limit further distance education use are discussed.
